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His body was borne upon a hearse and followed by Lafayette's
own band of negroes playing a lament on the brass instru-
ments used in the entertainment.   That night he gave his
usual show in the Hippodrome.   In one of the acts he was
wont to enter the cage of a lion.   There was an ingenious
arrangement of double bars, which gave the impression that
he was inside the cage, when, as a matter of fact, he was
only between them.  In order that the wretched lion should
appear ferocious, there was a metal floor to this cage which
was charged with electricity at will by flexible wires attached
to the electric border over the stage.  This inhuman device
made the lion roar and plunge about and impressed the
audience with the appearance of terrible ferocity.   On this
night, there must have been a shortage in the * flex,' for some
flimsy hangings, pendant from the flies, suddenly ignited,
portions of the blazing material fluttered down and in a few
moments the whole stage was in flames.   Lafayette at once
dashed to the loose-box in which a favourite horse waited
for his appearance in the entertainment, released him and
drove him into the street in charge of one of his attendants.
He then returned to the stage, which was by this time a
furnace. The iron curtain, which had jammed in its descent,
stuck half-way down, and thus provided a draught which
added to the fury of the fire.   Here he stood in a kind of
trance while his coloured servant waited in the stalls mechan-
ically repeating the words "Come along now, Sah!  Come
along now, Massah Lafayette!"  He did not move. The stage
fell in, and he disappeared into the blazing ruin, with the
screaming lion in his cage.  A few days afterwards what was
taken to be his body, with some remains of his theatrical
costume attached, was found, and he was decently buried
by the side of Beauty.  It was not Lafayette at all! but a man
who was used as a "double" for one of his conjuring tricks,
and who wore a similar costume.   Some time later, when
the foundations of the hall were being cleared of the debris,
the charred remains of a human being were discovered and
upon the finger of one of his hands, a large and valuable
diamond ring was found, which Lafayette was known to
have worn.
Very pleasant recollections are the hours of study which
I devoted to Gilbert Murray's lines.    The rhymed verse